
 

Co-organizers: 

Big Data and the Law 
November 8 – 10, 2017 | Hong Kong 

Professor 

Omri Ben Shahar 
Leo & Eileen Herzel Professor of Law, 
University of Chicago Law School 
Kearny Director of the Coase-Sandor 
Institute for Law and Economics 



ORGANIZING COMMITTEE 
u aitian (Chief Organizer)   School of Accounting and Finance, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University

hao Yun 
Chen ei 

iu huang

Faculty of Law, The University of Hong Kong 
School of Law, City University of Hong Kong 
School of Management and Economics, Chinese University of Hong Kong (Shenzhen) 

ABOUT THE SPEAKER 
Omri Ben-Shahar is the Leo & Eileen Herzel Professor of Law at the University 
of Chicago Law School, and the Kearny Director of the Coase-Sandor Institute 
for Law and Economics. He earned his PhD in Economics and SJD from Harvard 
in 1995 and his BA and LLB from the Hebrew University in 1990. 

Ben-Shahar writes and teaches in the areas of contract law, consumer law, 
insurance law, trademark law, food law, and law-and-economics. His recent 
scholarship examines the effect of “Big Data” on law. From 2008 to 2016 he was 
the editor of the Journal of Legal Studies.

Prior to joining the University of Chicago, Ben-Shahar was the Kirkland & Ellis 
Professor of Law and Economics at the University of Michigan 
(1998-2008), and an assistant professor of economics and law at Tel-Aviv 
University (1995-1998). 

Ben-Shahar is the co-author of “More Than You Wanted To Know: The Failure 
of Mandated Disclosure” (with Carl Schneider, Princeton Press 2014). 

Ben-Shahar is currently serving as a Reporter for the American Law Institute's 
Restatement of the Law, Consumer Contracts (with Oren Bar-Gill and Florencia 
Marrota-Wurgler). 



PROGRAM 

Talk Series I: Big Data and Personalized Law 
Date: 
November 8, 2017 (Wednesday) 

Time: 
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Venue: 
SCOPE Lecture Theatre, Lower Ground Floor, Academic Exchange Building, City University of Hong Kong, 
Tat Chee Avenue, Kowloon, Hong Kong  

For registration to the event on November  ( ed), please go to https://goo.gl/forms/Uw7i0QFUPIQQOGFm2 
Contact person: Ms. u i (dixu2 @cityu.edu.hk)

Speaker: 
Omri Ben-Shahar, Leo and Eileen Herzel Professor of Law, Kearney Director of the Coase-Sandor Institute for Law 
and Economics, University of Chicago 

Abstract: 
With the rise of “Big Data” the costs associated with creating and administering personalized legal rules tailored to 
specific individuals or circumstances have decreased significantly. Rules that currently apply uniformly—rules like 
standards of care in tort law; default and mandatory rules in contract law; disclosure mandates; sentencing rules; tax 
laws; and legal procedures—now face the possibility of becoming personalized in nature. This talk will examine the 
efficiency and fairness of personalized law, with particular focus on contract law and tort law. 

Talk Series II: Courts and Big Data 
Date: 
November 9, 2017 (Thursday) 

Time: 
5:30 pm – 7:00 pm 

Venue: 
Academic Conference Room, 11/F Cheng Yu Tung Tower, Centennial Campus, The University of Hong Kong 

For registration to the event on November  ( hu), please go to 
https://hkuems1.hku.hk/hkuems/ec_hdetail.aspx guest ueid 2 1  

Contact person: Ms. race Chan (mcgrace@hku.hk) 

Speaker: 
Omri Ben-Shahar, Leo and Eileen Herzel Professor of Law, Kearney Director of the Coase-Sandor Institute for 
Law and Economics, University of Chicago 

Abstract: 
Can “Big Data” be used to resolve legal disputes? This lecture will examine how artificial intelligence 
and information tools can replace human intelligence. Can machine learning improve the administration of 
justice? Can crowd-sourcing replace legal reasoning? Can prediction models replace lawyers?  

dixu28@cityu.edu.hk
https://hkuems1.hku.hk/hkuems/ec_hdetail.aspx?guest=Y&ueid=52614
https://goo.gl/forms/Uw7i0QFUPIQQOGFm2


Meeting with Omri Ben Shahar cum Symposium on “How Big Data 
Changes the Law” 

Date: 
November 10, 2017 (Friday) 

Time: 
5:00 pm – 7:00 pm 

Venue: 
M714, 7/F, Li Ka Shing Tower, The Hong Kong Polytechnic University 

For registration to the event on November 10 (Fri), please go to http://www.af.polyu.edu.hk/conference_forms/
index/27 

For submission of paper / project for presentation, please contact Miss Jessie Chen at jessiec.chen@polyu.edu.hk 

Speakers: 
Omri Ben-Shahar, Leo and Eileen Herzel Professor of Law, Kearney Director of the Coase-Sandor Institute for Law 
and Economics, University of Chicago 

Scholars from local Universities & other invited guests 

Abstract: 
This symposium will start with as short introductory lecture by Professor Ben-Shahar highlighting the new 
methodological opportunities for research in the area of "Big Data and the Law."  Selected researchers in law, 
economics, accounting and finance will then be invited to present their research papers / projects in the law and 
technology field and solicit feedback from the audience.

http://www.af.polyu.edu.hk/conference_forms/index/27


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Coase-Sandor  Institute  for  Law  and  Economics 
2018 Summer Programs 

 
            June 2018 

L&E Summer School 
University of Chicago, 

Center in Paris 
One-week intensive 

introduction 
 

        July 2018 
       Summer Institute 
University of Chicago Law School, 

Chicago, Illinois 
 Two-week Summer 

Institute 

 
Summer programs are open to individual scholars as well as delegations from non-US academic 
institutions interested improving law and policy in their own countries and collaborating to bring 
economic analysis to the forefront of legal scholarship. These programs provide legal scholars with 
the tools and training to bring law and economics into their own classroom and research. 
 
Building on a long tradition of excellence as the birthplace of law in economics, the University of 
Chicago Law School launched the Institute for Law and Economics in 2011. The goal of the 
Institute is to promote the understanding and dissemination of the economic approach to law. 
 
In February 2013 Richard Sandor, Chairman and CEO of Environmental Financial Products LLC, 
and his wife Ellen became the principal donors to an endowment in law and economics at the 
University of Chicago Law School. The Sandors made the gift in honor of Dr. Sandor's mentor, 
Nobel Laureate Ronald Coase, Clifton R. Musser Professor Emeritus of Economics at the Law 
School. In recognition, the Institute has been renamed the Coase-Sandor Institute for Law and 
Economics. 
 

http://www.law.uchicago.edu/news/university-chicago-law-school-launches-law-economics-20-initiative
http://www.law.uchicago.edu/coase-sandor/about/coase
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The School of Law was established in 1987 as the Department of Law. The inauguration of the Department 
of Professional Legal Education in 1992 and the Faculty of Law in March 1993 marked the dynamic 
commitment of City University of Hong Kong to legal education. The two departments merged into one new 
school that was renamed as School of Law in July of 1998. 
 
The principal objective of the School is to support and improve the provision of legal education and training 
in Hong Kong. The School seeks to achieve this objective through teaching, research, international 
publications, and specialist projects. Distinguished teachers and scholars from Hong Kong, the Mainland and 
abroad have been recruited over the years to achieve these goals. 
 
The School aims to become an internationally-renowned centre research and teaching of law in the Asia-
Pacific region. As part of that objective, close links have been developed with the legal profession in Hong 
Kong as well as agencies of the legal system and users of legal services. Additionally, the School of Law has 
developed close institutional for links, through our GLOBAL GATEWAY® Programme and international 
exchange programmes, with a variety of overseas institutions. 
 
The University's law library is one of the finest in Asia, with an outstanding collection of Chinese and western 
materials. The School has a strong commitment to common law scholarship and to comparative and 
international law scholarship, with a special emphasis on Chinese law. The School has also developed 
expertise in a range of fields including commercial law, environmental law, Hong Kong Basic Law, 
constitutional law, criminal justice, international trade and investment law, arbitration and alternative dispute 
resolution. 
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